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By N. Si mmons, Program Specialist
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The Association of Women Contractors (AWC) is a trade association
representing women and minority owned businesses in the construction
industry. Started in 1995 by a handful of highway heavy construction
companies owned by women, the AWC has flourished in Minneso-
ta. They have over 220 members in totality with 120 of them women
owned businesses. Women of color make up 25% of that number which
has grown significantly over the past 8 years. The membership performs
roughly 60% Commercial, 30% Highway Heavy, and 10% Residential
construction. AWC hired Barb Lau as a full time Executive Director in
2008. Barb’s marketing and organizational management experience
gave her a unique perspective on how to tailor the organization to the
needs of the members. She explained “My knowledge as a member of
multiple associations was that you never got what you paid for. | want-
ed this group to be different and asked them what their priorities were in
structuring our services”.
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AWC focuses on networking for their members with general contrac-
tors and owners, as well as with each other. Barb says, “Observably
women tend to market differently than men. They don’t want to discuss
the next project or take the checkbook out and buy services. They want
to develop a relationship and trust and then they will do business with
you. The women in AWC work hard to raise each other up which you
can feel in any event you attend”. A large initiative began just over a year
ago, “It Starts With Us”. This is a challenge to members to use each
other for any service they need. Whether it is construction contracting,
home remodels, or professional services like legal or financial advising -
AWC has competent members to provide the service. Inclusion of mem-
bers needs to be intentional at all levels.

AWC Executive Director Barb Lau and th

demic and Apprentice scholarships the AWC has awarded over
$240,000.00 to women in the construction industry. The applica-
tion period runs from February 1st through April 30" annually, and
can be found online. “Our biggest struggle is getting women to
apply”, says Barb. “We have money to award to our top scorers
but since COVID the number of applicants has de-
creased”. Scholarship recipients have gone on to do amazing
things and many remain connected AWC. We have had a board
member that was a past scholarship recipient, and this year a
scholarship recipient has her own contracting business. The
A . .. Scholarship Golf FUNdraiser is held annually in June and the
In This Issue ¢ KS { dzLJL2Z NI DA O ®bisPuised support the women in this industry. You can support
a il Since 2001, AWC has raised funds for  the scholarships through sponsoring, Donating to the Silent Auc-
Ty NN SR @ @ @2V schelarships to support women in con-  tion or golfing in the tournament. Registration will open mid-April
BTSRRI AVR-@feY:  struction careers. Offering both Aca-  and fills up quickly. To make sure you get the information you can
ask Anna to add you to our mailing list at admin@awcmn.org.
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AWC is also committed to advocating for o
strategies and changes that take the industry’

ur members. We work with owners on eﬂuiti and ﬁoal settinﬁ focused on Ionﬁ term ﬁrowth
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CERT Event:

Hosted by The Central (CERT)
Certification Program, these workshops are
aimed at assisting the owners of
established small businesses to apply or re
-apply for CERT Certifications through a
hassle-free, expedited process. The
workshops are primarily for obtaining
assistance with your application through a
Q&A session, but will also include a
PowerPoint Presentation about the CERT
Program. There is NO APPLICATION FEE,
the Workshop is FREE.

Event Details:

As an added resource to business
owners, the CERT workshop will also have

representatives  from  the  following
Procurement Departments: Ramsey
County, Hennepin County, City of Saint
Paul, and City of Minneapolis to provide
information about their online vendor
portals and the bidding process for each
respective organization. Also present will
be representatives from the St. Paul
SCORE program (Service Corp Of Retired
Executives) and LegalCORPS, a free legal
service for non-litigation matters to assist
business owners with any general
business question, need, or request for
assistance.
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